First time Birding Holland did a Bird- and
Gardening trip. Beverly Robertson from
the USA is keen on birds but in love with
the flowers. So I organised a 4 days trip
with both components in it. Birding in the
morning, visiting a garden in the
afternoon inclusive the famous
Keukenhof and if possible birding in the
evening sun.

We started in the dunes of Meijendel.
We saw 54 species of birds. Since it was
here first birding trip in Holland Beverly enjoyed them all. Specialities were the Hawfinch, RedCrested Pochard, Nuthatch and the Crested Grebe. All lifers for Beverly. We had a wonderful time
checking out all the dragonflies, beatles, butterflies and wildflowers. There was a den of foxes as
well. Unfortunately they did not show up. But one cannot miss out on the European Tree frog.
Second day a visit to the swamp area
of Nieuwkoop. This trip is a mixture of
birds, gardens with also a cultural and
historical component. Enjoyed all the
warblers in the reed , specially the
bluethroats and the Savi’s warbler.
Also the elegant avocets, black terns
and the blue heron impressed. At
21:00 we left the comfort of our B&B
to listen to the orchestra of
nightingales in the dunes. In this area
25 nightingales are singing along a
path. We had one full in the scoop
loudly singing. Two woodcocks flew around courtshipping. Third day we went to the Waterland
district. A vast area of meadows with small didges and patches of reed. Next to that there are the
historical villages and there beautiful gardens. One of the best habitats for black-tailed Godwit.
Listened on a Sunday morning for a long time to the song of the Icterine warbler in the garden of the
small historical church of Holysloot. A very odd mixture of sounds together with the church songs, if I
may say. In the afternoon we checked out a colony of Eurasian Spoonbills. Very nice because you can
all most walk underneath there nests. Next an excursion in two ‘buitenplaatsen’ along the dunes.
Huge estates with beautiful gardens and of course birds like great spotted woodpecker, nuthatch,
stock dove and short two-ed tree creeper. The last day was for the famous Keukenhof. An abundant
collection of tulips, hyacinths and daffodils. Very impressive. We visited in late afternoon some bulb
nurseries in the surroundings of Keukenhof. In these bulb fields one can find yellow wagtails, if lucky

on the top of a blooming tulip. And also common linnets, little ringed plovers, lapwings and
oystercatchers among others. It is also the last resort of skylark and grey partridge. We enjoyed the
singing of all the skylarks that hoover in the air, but missed out on the partridge. Instead we spotted
a temminck’s stint among common sand pipers. Beverly enjoyed it very much. She saw 105 bird
species of which 56 lifers and a hell of a lot of tulips. She’ ll be back…for sure.

